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At the beginning of Advent, we invite you to join us iadeng, reflecting,
and praying: with prophets, poets, evangelists and apesttesugh
Biblical texts and through the eyes of people of Chordtoth beyond.

Many of the people who contributed discovered a fresh engagewith
the Bible that was exciting and challenging.

For some, it was the first time they had worked whigh Bible in this way;
others returned to the Bible, seeking fresh understandifenahar
stories. For all, it became a journey of new insigind

a deeper awareness of something greater than themselves.

And now you are joining them on that journey. As you reefiect and
pray, we hope that you will pour some of your own expeganto these
Bible passages — and vice versa, so that the Bible cdimedaa you.

And as you step out on this journey, you might like to ussehvords of
commitment :

God has given us a vision

for life transformed and restored
in church and in community
through prayer and action.

We open ourselves to receive the gifts of God,;
to read the Bible, to offer prayer,
to share the stories of our faith.
We await in hope for a renewal of faith
as we celebrate that God is with us!

Sarah Brewerton niGyallimore
Ruth Dillon SRewe
Dave Gallimore

Ministers




30" November Proverbs 8 : 11 — 31

The aspect of the passage which strikes me the ntbst @nphasis on how
wisdom is the deepest, most ancient and precious aftaliutes. For me, that
sense of depth; depth of understanding, of insight and of colopass
encapsulates wisdom and the qualities | observe in thtogeklof as wise.
After reading the passage, | wondered whether many peopllel see
wisdom within young people as well as older? Is it posgibbe young and
wise? If we think about wisdom as the abilities thitvalus to apply our
knowledge and skills successfully, in a way that is seesitiompassionate
and intuitive, then | do know some wonderful young people aveaertainly
developing a ‘wise’ approach to some of the judgements tladég in their
lives.

However we know that it is not always easy to apply wisdoour dealings
with each other. The stresses and the demands of #sewelplay, can affect
our ability to use ‘sound judgement’. For example; | satténdental hospital
a few weeks ago and watched a dental nurse interactihg@mianxious father
and child who had come in off the street, for helpe mbrse was perfunctory
and directive. She got her points over but did not respmitds father’s
anxiety or the fact that English was not his first lagguashe failed to apply
any sense of wisdom in her dealings with this man.sBkeeed pleased with
herself for dispatching of him so efficiently, whiléelt saddened that the
chance for a sensitive, respectful interaction had hmstn

| believe that as we mature we become more skillediag wisdom to guide
us, not just our behaviour but also our thoughts and feellings.is part of
the challenge of wisdom. How easy it is to continue atigvourselves to feel
and think the same way about certain situations but radledge our feelings
and thoughts. How much harder to use our wisdom to helpaliernge these
and maybe find a new way forward. It strikes me thatdb@ng wiser’ is
jolly hard work but as Proverbs 8 saydtoever looks for me can find'me

Dear Lord,

In this time of Advent, when we look forward to the anniversittye birth of
your son and the light he brought into our world, please give us theation
and the strength to reach deep within our souls to draw on our owruteeas
of wisdom.

May you guide us during this season and onwards, to use this wisddm in al
our interactions with others, however small. Allow our compassisight

and understanding to be the bedrock of our words and actions.

AMEN.

Susan Posada
Wilbraham St Ninians United Reformed Church



1% December Hosea 14 : 4—8

Isn’t this passage so full of promises?! So many it fhat it’s difficult to
stay with one single image. If you're like me readingasage like this,
you're always looking slightly ahead of yourself — tepading it again, using a
piece of paper or something to reveal only one linetiat@ Read it out loud
if you want — sometimes | find that makes poetry a loitemeal.

So, what are these four little verses about?

First of all, I think this passage speaks directly tolmoken humanity - the
wild, outlandish promises are about things we spend bofenives searching
for. | don't know what your heart’s desires are buteaimimg in this passage
will resonate with you. Do you find yourself wantitigstop at one single
verse, linger on it a little longer than the others®e®your heart yearn to be
as beautiful as a lily; to be as grounded in the worlahaancient tree that has
outlived generations; to be a place of security whédrerstcan shelter and
find rest simply by being with you?

These dreams feel a long way from the reality of wisaelwhen | look at
myself; | guess that’s probably true for you too. Cam ynagine not only
one, but all these gifts being given to one person?d kavmuch trouble
getting my head around that idea, let alone the pasgithiat God is actually
referring to me in that passage. It really highligbtee the contrast between
God's fabulous abundance and my meagre expectationswalvoht small
matters | think He'll actually be willing or able to dedr on.

Having said that, | don't think my lack of imagination atHastops me from
seeing the other, simple message in this passage: Godissp to nourish
me. Even if | can’t visualise the finished product, stinng is happening to
me.

Gently, gently, as | give a little more space, listdsitanore carefully in the
silence, | can understand that He is there, changingitheuvme doing
anything at all: feeding me, watering me, shining dowme.

And what | do know is that above all, | want to grow.

God, thank you for giving us hearts that are good and holy.

Teach us to see the desires of our hearts as gifts from you.

May we learn to respect and nurture them from moment to monmentdee
they are the signposts that will guide us home. AMEN.

Rachel Waite Chorlton Central Church



2" December Micah 6 : 6 — 8

Have you found that you have been encouraged recentlydatfpetitions to
send to government ministers or gathered at a protestke a stand about
issues related to poverty or human rights? | findairibe difficulties with

this is sustaining our involvement in these activiieur time and energy are
sapped by other things. We feel that the causes we chanpiwot get the
support they need to make an impact and things don’t chargeckdy any
more. In our hearts we want to act but, through struggdirsustain our
responsibility to act, we contribute to the unjust natef how systems which
humans create oppress others.

Martin Luther King famously commented that in times of mvesss,
disappointment and despair the civil rights movement needegkp on
keeping on. Without this, they would not have achieved ttegtdid in the
same timescale.

| have been greatly influenced through living in L'Ardadinburgh, a
community for assistants and people with learning difficsittéelive together.
People with learning disabilities are often collecimilought of as weak and
vulnerable but, from my experience, they seem to haskeat to show
constant love and forgiveness to an extent that | dioimk | will ever
achieve.

In July 2008, a report was published by Mencap reportingriktitLitional
discrimination in the NHS has resulted in the death of six paejph learning
disabilities. This is an injustice that has affectedgmeatly. | want people to
see how their omissions to act have resulted in stretyady. | want things
to change but it requires constant effort and | am wealane a short
attention span in the business of life. Well we hauetp on keeping on,
whatever the injustice we want to tackle and the joumiiyoe long.

Through all this | hope that, as we walk humbly with oud @nd the
community around us, we can change the world.

O Lord, you want us to act justly.

In a world where the strongest people and countries show their pavieh
often results in pain and suffering, grant that | may act justhitimations
where | have the upper hand.

O Lord, you want us to show constant love.

In a world where love is often fickle, grant that | would hdesability to
show constant love to those around me.

O Lord, you want us to live in fellowship with you.

In a world where people often give up because following you is toxutjff
grant that | may have the strength to keep on keeping on. AMEN.

Johanna Chorlton Central Church



3" December Isaiah 35:1 -7

This passage is a prophecy of renewal; for both thén eartl its people.
Everything that is desolate and dry is going to be foamed into something
beautiful and valuable.

When the older people first come to Chorlton Good Neigtdae can sense
they are a bit anxious and fearful. Many have beerhein bwn for months,

even years, battling deteriorating health and a shrirdacgal network. Being

alone, more than one wants to, can feel like a desatatéhnopeless situation,
sapping one’s energy, confidence and joy for life.

Usually, (and it might take some time), we do see asfuming’ of those
same people, brought about by the friendship and support ofdhateers,

and through the sense of belonging to a group which nurdnbsherishes its
people. For many, Good Neighbours is their oasis.

Often one feels a sort of renewal has taken placewiveess people who
seem refreshed; a bit more alive and hopeful. The tetns’ practical help
and interest transforms a bit of their fear and agxieto confidence and
positivity. It can now be a life of value and purpose, operhaps to other
small opportunities of renewal.

Throughout the year we might have many chances to ranéweplenish our
own and other people’s hopes. We never know how one,stoiteersation

or act can lift another’s spirits. This prophecy helssto remember our
responsibility to be the vessel of renewal for otteamd by so doing renew
ourselves.

Thank you Lord

for the renewal that comes day by day,
and for the chance to help others feel
valued and encouraged. AMEN.

Helen Hibberd
Co-ordinator
Chorlton Good Neighbours



4™ December Zephaniah 3 : 14 — 19

Most people love the story of a dramatic rescue: theabeered group of
defenders relieved by reinforcements at the last mitheesaving of the
innocent from danger or certain death. We celebrate $igrioe save others
from jeopardy and we are awed by their selflessnessaurdge.

Sometimes people are rescued from situations in whighhtinee put
themselves at risk. Think of the warnings about usingagpiatte equipment
and footwear when hill walking, and the rescues bydrkalunteers of those
in difficulty from not heeding those warnings. Sometirttesproblem is not
that we recognise our need of saving, but that weveelie are immune from
all harm- “it could never happen to me”.

This passage from Zephaniah, towards the end of the &l@fent, is very
much about the rescue of a nation who had believed them$eliecible and
had paid the price, through subjection to the Assyrian emy@teGod had
not abandoned them- deliverance was at hand- and nenneefvere to take
place for Judah through the new king, Josiah.

We also need saving from ourselves. We cannot handfictome are
greedy, and we are complacent. The consequences dbalt¢hvisible all
around us: climate change, degradation of the environsesringly never
ending wars, apathy from those who have the powertt&\&ether or not we
believe we have any personal influence in many of thiésations, we are
implicated- our actions on a personal level may mitiose taking place on
the world stage. We get involved in unnecessary argunfeitts) assert
ourselves when we should, take what we do not need.

The good news is that we are not left to ourselves.iS&waith us, “The Lord
is in your midst”. This Advent we remember that God isstantly waiting to
rescue us from ourselves, and is in life with us imtiest immediate way,
being born into the world to share life with us, to emege us and to
challenge us to a more free and fuller way of livingw& “sing aloud!” too.

Loving God, we thank you that you are always with us, and that there i
always the opportunity for change. Transform our hearts, rescue uotrom
weakness and failure, set us on our feet and walk beside us, ghesjog of
fullness of life in you.

In Jesus’ name we pray. AMEN.

Sue Rowe Methodist minister



5" December Zechariah 2 : 10 — 13

In 587Bcthe Jews suffered a catastrophe. A Babylonian army eaptur
Jerusalem, destroyed the Temple, and took the people ingo ledloked as
if God had deserted his people. However, some fifty yeasBatbylon itself
fell, and the Persian king Cyrus allowed the exiles tomedad rebuild the
Temple. No wonder that Zechariah saw these events@seB&oning to
reclaim his property and to live among his people. Wmenvisaged other
nations joining themselves to the Lord, convertinthtofaith of the Jews.

The reality didn’t quite live up to those expectatiortse Temple was rebuilt,
but the Jews continued to live under foreign occupatiortteeré was no mass
conversion to Judaism. When they finally rebelled agjdkome, the Temple
was again destroyed, and the Jews became minoritdtisen countries, rarely
fully accepted, often persecuted, sometimes expelled, egsiihey
prospered, and eventually sent to the gas chambers. Ntenibrat new
secular prophets convinced them that they needed tdatalisis their
homeland.

As Christians reading Zechariah near Christmas, weaurad to think of the
God who came to dwell among us in Jesus and of the peoplenany
nations who have joined themselves to the Lord as hisviers. Some of
these are Palestinians, and our sympathies are undatstanith them.
Nevertheless there will be no peace in the Middle &alsiss Israelis and
Palestinians try to understand each other’s fears andtsps, and would-be
peacemakers listen to both sides.

O God, may understanding grow in your holy land,
so that Israelis and Palestinians

may find a way to live at peace.

AMEN.

Roger Tomes
Wilbraham St Ninians United Reformed Church



6" December Isaiah 43:1-5

Among the many bodies discovered in the excavationsrapiii was that of
a woman, a woman caught in the act of trying to escapethie destruction
being wreaked by Mount Vesuvius. As she fled, she thougirtatch
something that was important to her, and archaeologistsvéiced a bag of
pearls by her outstretched hands. Here was somethindnéhesasted to save,
something that was precious to her. Whether we tHipkezious in material
terms or human terms, the underlying connection tsafwealue, something
or someone held in high esteem.

Isaiah is telling us that this is how each one of usgarded by God.
“You are precious and honoured....... and | love you.”

Amazing!

The Creator of all that is has a deep concern for katures and wants to be
in a relationship with them. The Creator who walkethimgarden with Adam
and Eve; admonished Cain; ate supper with Abraham; wdesitle Jacob;
spoke ‘mouth to mouth’ with Moses; called Samuel by narmmjteld, wept
and sang through the prophets; — yes, he wanted a persiatiahship with
his people, and his transcendent nature is not limit€d Testament
characters.

At this season of Advent, we are reminded that God carearto in the
human form of Jesus. God came in flesh so that he codidé®to so many
of his people, whether they recognised him or not! Anolutin the
resurrection of Jesus and the gift of the Holy SpBid continues to be
actively involved in many lives.
From childhood we are often led to believe that Goal iemote being,
floating somewhere in the sky, but Brian Wren puts pattitofallacy:

“Not throned above, remotely high

untouched, unmoved by human pains,

but daily, in the midst of life.

our Saviour with the Father reigns.”
We are so precious and honoured that God wants to inéegmal part of our
lives. If we truly take that on board, how different bues should be — living
in the knowledge that God is always at our side.
Perhaps our faith is a system of beliefs, and relati@ptbon a daily basis is
foreign to many of us. So the relationship becomessated and that is not
the way God wants it to be. We dis special treasure, and if we are to
become all that we can be, we need to live in théityea

Lord God, your love for us is far more than we deserve.
Help us to live lives that are worthy of that love. AMEN.

Clyde Parkin Chorlton Methodist Church



7" December Isaiah 40 : 1 — 11

‘Comfort my people, bring comfort to them, says yowdG

Biblical Hebrew has no word for history. It uses anigantly different word:
Zakhor, 'remember'. History is someone else’s story. Mgrismy story.
Memory is about identity. It is the story of which | @part.

The people of the covenant had been in exile in Babyloa flong time. The
words of consolation which we find in Isaiah 40, would hiaeen learned by
heart, sung, secretly copied and passed from hand toihahd,community

of slaves, the exiles. So when their descendants caloektback, it wasn't
history, it was their story. This exile story and thesrds of the prophet were
real and relevant because in them the people founddeeitity; they
discovered their own story in their own time. In freedbey looked back to
the time in exile and gained a true perspective on life.

As Christians we are not very good at Advent. We do beftarLent,
although even then we cannot wait to get to Easter. BuC2atury western
Christmas is such that it begins well before Advent. ddrds and the
shopping become a focus for many as soon as the sumolidzrys are over. |
haven't given up the battle for Advent and encourage youwaitk and use this
period of time. Advent is about waiting for the comingdGWe can enter into
the experience of those who waited for God, who kneeegp longing for the
Messiah, the one who would come to reveal God. By makisgstory our
story we have some hope of being ready to welcome tirel Wiade flesh.

‘The Lord God will feed his flock like a shepherd; helgather the lambs in
his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently leachtither sheep’.

The God we await is like a shepherd who gathers sgdsimbs to himself
and leads ewes to water. God bends towards us, embradé véctorious
God is not like an Emperor or King, but like a shephehd: Shepherd God
enfolds the helpless. In the shepherd’s tender armgtitrand gentleness are
united.

Gracious God, for ever coming to us in Jesus

come to us and for those we pray for today:

may we know your consolation and comfort,

may we know that we are held in the shepherd’'s arms
and gently led to the water of life. AMEN.

Andrew Funnell Regional Minister
North Western Baptist Association



8" December Isaiah 43 : 16 — 21

A couple went to buy a new three-piece suite, after smnsideration they
made their choice and went home to await the araf/dieir new furniture.
On the day of its arrival, the couple moved their oldifure out onto the
drive so it could be collected by the council, the newetpiece stood
proudly in their sitting room, un-creased and pristiftee couple first tried
out the chairs and then the settee and felt very plesitie their purchase.
Later that day, the wife, wondering where her husbantnig, tracked him
down to his workshop in the garden — sitting reading the newsjrapee of
their old armchairs! On being asked why he wasn'’t usiegiew furniture in
the sitting room, where he usually read his newspapeegiied, “But this is
so comfortable, | know it's old and worn but it's moldedny shape and the
others are so.....new! It will take me a while to get usdtl so meanwhile |
thought I'd sit in my old chair.”

It is so easy to want to keep hold of that which veewssed to, the things that
are comfortable. In the church, if something is doneentftan once it can
become a tradition, and whist tradition in itselftisrecessarily a bad thing, it
can hold us back from moving on to try something new.

In this passage we are encouraged us not to hold onpashenot to dwell on
what happened long ago. Instead, we should watch out faeth¢hing God
is doing, it's already happening, we are told. When wegdid the past, like
it's an old well-used chair, then we may feel safe amdfadable, but we
may miss that to which God is calling us to, today.

A minister, working in an inner city, was asked how hew what to do in his
ministry. “l look around,” he replied, “I see what Gaddoing, and | join in.”
God wants us to join in too, but that will mean changerekdand not sitting
comfortable in that old worn and well used arm chair.

Risk taking God,

Thank you for the new ways in which you are working,
and for fresh expressions of being church.

Give us courage to take risks too,

and a willingness to look around,

see what you are doing,

and to join in.

AMEN..

Lyn Gallimore Methodist Minister



9" December Micah4:1—4

Like many Christians, my first contact with this passeayae through the
singing of that great hymn ‘Behold the mountain of the Lorid’has
continued to inspire me all my life with its promidespears being
transformed into pruning hooks, and that wonderful imddeamg the
trumpet in the hall and study war no more'.

It is fascinating to discover that this oracle is alsed by the prophet Isaiah in
the same century but in different political circumstandetells us, | suppose,
that scripture can speak to us in different contextsefisaw in its original

one.

The prophet looks forward to God's people being a righteengwed
example to all the nations. They would cease to figtareyst themselves and
would no longer see war as a way of managing national and itbeaa
affairs. This is surely a lesson for religious ancutsr people in any age and
place.

Experience tells us that this ideal will never be achidéyeduman means.
Ideals are not a Utopian hope but guiding principles as alemecisions
about our conduct and attitudes. We know that the roytedce is dealing
with the causes of injustice, fear and violence. Thckage of Kingdom
values commits us to praying and working for systemsséndtures which
are peacemaking, healing and loving. This is trubginational faith.

In Advent we hear again God’s promise that one daynilibe totally true.
Now we struggle to work for and look for all the sigfishe presence of this
Kingdom. We will search for and celebrate all thd$erts to enable people
to ‘sit each under their fig tree and their vine'.

As we daily live with scenes and stories of war esrh again its horrors, its
folly and its breeding of more violence and injusticaur @dvent God calls
us to his way which will be ‘for the healing of theinat’. The coming of
Christ tells us that this is costly but ultimately vicbors.

Dear God, you keep calling us to receive your promise,

to share your hope, and to live your ways of peace.

Help us to see your righteousness around us.

May we rejoice as anger, fear and pain are redeemed.

Guide us, as we help all find places of security.

Forgive our lack of courage and commitment to your Kingdom.
Remind us of its joy and liberating power, and assure us of your love’s
victory, which even death cannot destroy. AMEN.

Graham Kent
Ecumenical Development Officer
Greater Manchester Churches Together



10" December Isaiah 11:1 -9

These are wonderful words with which to start a workiag-there is so
much here that addresses the ups and downs of life.

Qualities that are described here such as being non-juigain
understanding, a knowledge of need, equality of care foy@ve, wisdom,
faithfulness, consideration — these make up the job géiscriof a nurse.

As | go through my day, | remind myself that we all hayigoose in life,
and that | must remember that as | meet all sorts gflpdmm all walks of
life. | also have a real sense of God being in cortinal, I'm being protected
and looked after — that the Lord is leading me in ney My response to that
is to acknowledge how other people feel, and if and wineed to make
decisions or judgements, to act with wisdom and compadsiope that by
this example that | am called to set, the nursini§stao | am responsible for
may be inspired and guided to that path and that way dfimgpr

By trusting in the Lord to give me strength, | try to distand understand the
purpose that he has for me. The image that | get from this

passage of the peaceful Kingdom helps me to put into pergpboth the bad
and good things that can happen each day.

Lord, give me the strength to face the day ahead.
Give me peace in my heart.

By your grace, let light shine in my heart

and with your help and encouragement

may | light the light

in the lives of other people. AMEN.

Lorrie Wright
Ward Manager
Home Dialysis Unit, Manchester Royal Infirmary



11" December Habakkuk 2 : 1 — 4

‘Patience..... Patience!l’.

That is the theme of this reading from Habakkuk.

Habakkuk is a minor prophet found in the Old Testamentbblik contains
only 3 chapters, but it is unique. It is a conversatidwéen him and God.
Habakkuk is disgusted and ashamed of the world:- its vieldts lack of
human rights and of oppression. He sees evil all aroumetendestruction
and violence seems to conquer and justice has notlgak &. In frustration
he addresses God. He longs to understand why all thépEening, why God
allows such wickedness to continue.

In the first chapter in this book, the prophet Habakkulidgscto address God
with these atrocities, and what is God’s reply? God:say

Listen, I will make it plain,

everything will be in my time....not yours!!

You must be patient !! Live your life in ‘faith and hopg’

in fact, so you don't forget it, write it down on some pap!!

We live in a very impatient world, a fast world; ooofl is convenient and
fast, our work is about targets and fast, our transpdurious and fast, and
even in our prayer and spiritual life, we want to semediate results and
fast!!! But God also says to us:-

‘Live by faith, live in the’ light’ that | bring ,

be patient, for things will change.

The wicked people may think they have won,

but watch and see, justice will triumph’.

Living in a world where we think ‘the wicked’ have ‘wo where justice
struggles to find a foothold, can be disheartening and déizinga Jesus also
lived in a world where oppression was rife, inequalitgdithe roost, and
injustice thrived. But Jesus showed a way to address itssss, to challenge
authorities, to open the eyes of people who were blititet@omings and
goings in the world, to give a voice to the voiceless release those who felt
in bondage by society’s restraints.

God had a plan: to adjust the scales of justice! But we Ipeysatient .

He spoke to Habakkuk 2,500 years ago; he spoke through Jesus 2 890, yrs
he has spoken to many, many people through the ages, andke tspes
now, through the mediating power of the Holy Spirit.

Gracious God,

When we feel frustrated, give us peace.

When we feel depressed, give us strength.

When we see oppression, give us courage.,

When we see injustice, give us hope.

Through your Spirit may we be your hands, feet, voice and heatrt,

and walk with you through your world,

leaving footprints for others to follow

and restore ‘Shalom’. AMEN.

Ruth Dillon United Reformed Church Minister



12" December Jeremiah 31 : 31 — 33

The Old Testament has much to say about covenant. It spleakgenants
made by God with Noah, with Abraham, with David and inipaldr with the
people of Israel through the agency of Moses on Mount SBudionly once
does it actually use the phrase ‘new covenant’ — in Jate81:31. Perhaps
the nearest parallel is in Hosea 2:16-20, where a nasvdf/covenant is
envisaged. (There is good reason to believe that Hoagdave influenced
the thinking of Jeremiah.) Whether the phrase influencedvtirding of the
institution of the Eucharist as recorded in the Newdrasht is a matter of
some debate. It seems likely that Luke (22:20) and Rabb(inthians 11:25)
did use the phrase ‘new covenant’, but Matthew (26:28) and (14rk4) did
not do so originally. Our passage did influence the int&poa of the work
of Jesus presented by Hebrews (8:8-13; 9:15-22; 10:16-17), andatthes
admitted that these verses in Hebrew do provide a basidh&d Walter
Brueggemann has described as “a Christian pre-emption pfahese” of
Jeremiah 31. Sadly there has been a Christian misredding passage which
sees the ‘new covenant’ as a reference to Christiamigrseding the ‘old’,
Judaism. What the passage actually envisages is that dhspiteople’s
disobedience which caused the breakdown of the previou®nslaip
between God and God’s people, God is willing to forgive tarfdemember
their sin no more”. This will make possible a new kafdelationship, based
not on written legal documents, but on God’s laws beiritienron their
hearts”. (In Hebrew thought, the heart was not #a¢ ef the emotions but of
the intellect.) Commentators have debated whether #resgctual words of
Jeremiah, or whether they belong to the category lefotedn on the prophet’s
teaching. Certainly they come very close to one of Jatémprofoundest
insights. It is not simply that people are unwilling teey God'’s laws, they
areunableby their very nature to do so.

“Can Ethiopians change their skin or leopards their spots?
Then also you can do good who are accustomed to do éd123)

There is no suggestion that the laws will change. Ratlethie people who
will be changed. Knowledge of God will become part of humanraat
Jeremiah has sometimes been dubbed as the great peséimiists Jeremiah
who holds out this remarkable utopian dream.

Gracious and loving God, you are willing to forgive us and youenys to

know you wholeheartedly. Help us to respond to your love so that our
thoughts become your thoughts and our ways your ways. AMEN.

Adrian Curtis Manley Park Methodist Church



13" December Jeremiah 33 : 14 — 16

Soon there will be justice as | have promised, says Go

Perhaps the hardest part of that sentence is thevirdt— soon.

Small children have no concept of time. My three yaldrdaughter recently
asked me “Is it tomorrow yet?”. If you tell children tilsamething is going to
happen, the question follows — when?, to be asked againitawiile later.
Soon there will be justice. How soon? Are we nearthatpoint of justice
yet?

That's something none of us can answer and so we hawekt further on
into the passage. Remember we are talking about justies is something
that is worth waiting for. Justice is about ensuatigeceive their due. All
humans receive their human rights. It's about homeéesss poverty,
education, health care and much more.

Justice for all is a wonderful dream. Is it just a drea can it be a reality?
The answer to that question depends on how we understalsl gsomises.
If we view them as comforting but rather empty wortentjustice for all is a
dream. However if we trust in God’s love and care forcteation, then we
know that one day justice for all will be a reality.

It will require change. God is not just going to zap dovthuaderbolt that
will transform the unjust to the just. God will worktivius and through us.
That presents a major challenge. We have to ask oessetvether we live
governed by standards of justice. It's more than ensuthiegoffee we drink
has been fairly traded (although that’'s important, of cuitt® more than
giving appropriate donations to causes which support the(also very
important). It is about how we live; how we use our ueses; how we treat
other people; what our expectations are.

Advent is a good time to reflect on this amid the exeiet and expectation
and preparation for the celebration of Christmas.

Dear God, help me to be patient as | await the justice you have ggdmi
Help me to play my part in transforming injustice to justice.

Help me to encourage others to challenge injustice; respettfgllows and
live in righteousness.

May my life and the life of our community be governed by kingddumss.
In the name of the one for whose coming we wait, Jesus, IAivEyN.

Stuart Wild
Superintendent Minister, Manchester Methodist Circut



14" December Isaiah 61:1—-4,8—-11

Until | was asked to write a few words about theseegersom Isaiah |
realised that | had never had to study a piece from thle Bi this way.

| am fascinated by history and the fragments that we bftve past.

At school we started history with Ur, part of Iraq nand | remember the
famous ruler of the Assyrians, Sennacherib and hikebatith Judah. Isaiah
lived during these times and would know of the defeatssiyfia. Lord Byron
wrote in his famous poem :

“And the widows of Ashur are loud in their wall,
And the idols are broke in the temple of Baal;
And the might of the Gentile, unsmote by the sword,
Hath melted like snow in the glance of the Lord!”

After reading the Bible verses three or four times gpohy them out to get
the sense of them, my immediate thoughts were how mdkdey sounded in
spite of the difficult language. As a politician | recaggd first the confidence
of style and conviction and the vivid descriptions in a devithout visual
imagery of how the wrongs of the world would be rightédt by voting but
by belief. | hope this does not seem blasphemous, bahlsathese verses is
effectively putting God’s manifesto and the contratteen Him and the
people. He goes on to describe his view of why belidehovah is the only
way to salvation and why he, Isaiah, should be hearause he speaks in
God’s name. It also connects very strongly with whateaany hundreds of
years later in the New Testament. It is believed hledbretold the coming of
Jesus.

It is difficult today to see one path only to enlightemt, with our knowledge
of other cultures and beliefs, and to speak with thgictian of Isaiah.

Give me the wisdom to see what matters and the courage ¢cowbjat
doesn't.

Give me the strength to let go of the transient and let &.pas

Give me the humility to seek help from others and recogmesedgift.
Let me understand my place in the world and be content. AMEN.

Val Stevens
Chorlton Councillor
and Deputy Leader of Manchester City Council



15" December Isaiah 52 :7 -9

| first read these words of Isaiah in the Authorisedigarsf the Bible, and |
turn to it now. The first thing that makes an impadhie image of feet that are
'beautiful' because they are carrying somebody whdasjibg good news,
who's thrilled with the message he's bringing, who cadlyarait to reach the
people he's been sent to inform. How different things wouldifbthe
messenger were bringinigad news. No speed! No enthusiasm! Buis
messenger is bringing 'tidings of good'; and the more | rkedmore I'm
convinced.

So, what is this news?

In essence, it's this: my God 'reigns'; He has 'casdbHis people; and He
has 'redeemed' them; this is breath-taking news of 'saijatnd it's a
message fome,not just for everybody else.

We Christians, livingafter events which we believe fulfilled what was a
prophecyfor Isaiah, know something about what that word 'redeemedhs:
God's own Son was born human; He did good (amggood) to everyone He
met; He showed He had qualities far beyond those ofrmhuHe was at the
receiving end of scorn, hate, hostility. He fell foditthe justice system.
When, as every year, a prisoner was due to be fre@difflic request, many
people turned out be casual fans, rather than committéalvésk; they
listened to mischief-makers in the crowd who saidiéVfor Barabbas! Pass it
on!'— and Barabbas was freed. The crowd then success@gged for God's
Son to be crucified.

But God's Son wasesurrected frondeath, and kept His promise not to leave
His followers ‘comfortless'; God's Holy Spirit camethem..... and guides and
comforts Christian followers generation after generati

What a redemption! What a cost! What hope it offers #®, @ humble
follower who one day will face what humans call 'déatmid the offer is
made to all who turn to God through Jesus. Good tidings indeed!

| always think that J.B. Dykes had this passage in minghwte wrote'Take
my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for thee.'

| echo that. It would be wonderful to be such a messeagédsaiah had in
mind.

Please, God, show me where you want me to serve you;
place the message in my mouth;

and let my feet take me to that place.

For Jesus' sake. = AMEN

Margaret Edwards
Wilbraham St Ninian's United Reformed Church



16" December Isaiah 7: 10 — 14

“ 1 will not ask, | will not put the Lord to the test

Fear of putting ‘to the test’, fear of placing our trimssomething we can't
always physically see, can often lead us to close aes&b people and to
experiences.

Even when invited to, we find it difficult to put our trustpeople, in
communities and very often in faith.

To trust is one of the hardest things to do. We oftdie\eit will leave us
feeling exposed and vulnerable, yet by giving our trustamefeel
empowered, strong and safe.

Today we see the suffering of people all over the world.
lliness, famine, poverty, war and disaster leave peeglafy vulnerable and

frightened. Let those people witness the strengfitaite their trust in their
own resilience, their communities and their faith.

Let us have the confidence and strength to place our trtisé ibord.
AMEN.

Kerril Casey
Parent, Tuesday Group



17" December Micah5:2 —4

It was all very well, God promising a ruler from Bethdaeh And it was all
very well when, in answering an unspoken request for a Gigd,says that
the way that you will know that my Kingdom is near, tsan a pregnant
woman gives birth to a son.

With the benefit of hindsight, we know that, yes, Jesdscdime from
Bethlehem — but only in the sense that that was wreereals born while his
parents were on a journey. It doesn’t appear that theramyasxtended
family there, no-one to stay with; they had to find@omodation wherever
they could. Surely Mary would have gone anywhere in dedition rather
than a animal shed at the back of a inn — even to tlaeeldan-laws!

OK - so it was technically accurate to say that thetoteing in God’s
kingdom arose from Bethlehem, even if it did stretchpthiat a bit.

But to say that another clue was a pregnant womanggbiith to a son....
well, that was hardly precise. There would be many wohaving boy babies
at any given time in Bethlehem. And could something so arglisa
everyday, be a sign of the nearness of God’s KingdomGoelextra-
ordinary be embodied and discerned in the ordinary?

It was a sign that could easily go wrong, or be missedngoticed.
Did God really mean to take such a risk?

Apparently so. God took the risk — on coming close to ediptable
humanity. Perhaps the real miracle of the incarnatichthat it did not go by
unnoticed — that women and men saw and believed and told atiersit.
And that is the challenge for us today — through words atwhado make
God'’s love real again, and if that means taking a risknaondng out of our
comfort zones .... well, so be it.

Risk-taking God

we give you thanks that you took a chance on the world.

Give us the courage and the tenderness to do the same

so that your love will be born again into the sad and dark platéseavorld
and that all your people may live in safety and in peace. AMEN.

Sarah Brewerton
United Reformed Church Minister



18" December Isaiah 42 :1 -9

This passage in my NIV Study Bible is headed “The Sernvfithte Lord” and

| believe that these passages from Isaiah on the séraamteen variously
interpreted as referring to the Messiah or the natidsrael but they can
equally speak to us two thousand year or more latern®tecon verse 1 says
that servant here means something like “trusted envoi¢anrfidential
representative”. So how do | feel about that beingiegpb me?

What a challenge! To bring justice, to mend broken livesreot to falter or
be discouraged! Fortunately there are equally great resoawailable since
God promises to take hold of our hand and keeps us. Wésaneramised
“new things” by a God who greatness is unimaginable.

So, challenges, resources, and “new things” from Godhelds our hand.
How does that make me feel? | certainly need my hand holds@horlton
churches we need our hands holding as we embark on “new’ttiingare
very scary. The question to ask is do we have enough coodideur God
to allow ourselves to be led? Do we really believe thatrésources we need
are available? Are we willing to let go and test oud'G@romises. In Isaiah
43 is the promise that “when you pass through the wateitsHdemvith you”.

What will that servant role of the churches in ounoaunity look like? How
will we find the strength and the resources in battetand money? How will
we know we are on the right track? | believe we hawskothese questions
and find some answers as we seek to follow the Seldmgtand play out our
servant role in Zicentury Chorlton.

Lord, help us to be your servants in the world today. Give llisgmess to
face challenges and “new things” knowing that the resources we need also
come from you. AMEN.

Margaret Morris
Manley Park Methodist Church



19" December Isaiah 9 : 2, 6&7

10 days before Christmas and the local churches plusathati®n Army

band arrived for the annual Saturday morning carol sinigitige shopping
centre. | overheard a harassed customer turn to theashigtant — “That’s all
we need, bloody carol singers”! Traditional tunes whthir messages of hope,
expectation and new life were not, it seemed, meeengéeds in the
pressure of pre-Christmas shopping. These words froahlSeare traditional
for Christians everywhere. They are familiar, reasgi inspiring and part of
Christmas. | cannot recall a time when | didn’t knbw Christmas story and
admit that whenever | hear the words “The people whé imadlarkness”, I'll
mentally complete the rest and find knowing by heartibels that follow
always touches a deep chord and connects me again with &od/ so
intimately intertwined with mine. However, Christianteof make
assumptions about them which are wrong and maybe aauserfcern. Isaiah
is not talking about Jesus. He was a Jewish prophieed" century B.C.E.
encouraging people living in troubled times. Years lasithe early Church
developed, Gentile interpreters imposed their western mipais such Jewish
texts to hijack them as words of revelation about Jesiisexplanations that
amount to little more than superstition. The gospel veritit not intend this.
They turned to the words of Isaiah to interpret and rstaledJesus as the one
through whom such prophecies found their fulfilment. Christiaday should
not assume Isaiah’s words have relevance for people subke atressed
shopper | encountered. | empathise with those like heseaueth for ways to
enable people to interpret and understand Jesus Christ todagher want
nor expect cries of “Yippee, carol singers” but the nawesascribe to Jesus
need to be ones that have meaning and resonance witluorttext of the
society we inhabit and maybe terms such as ‘everlafstthgr’, ‘prince of
peace’, do not. Those Christians for whom Advent ands@has have a
profound significance, and | do not presume this to beyemeror only those
who sit in churches on Sundays, need both words andtwagsthe birthers
of Christ for all people now waiting in literal or mekepical darkness for
light, hope, something more than the dehumanising treattiailthe pressure
of life can too often become.

God who knows each one by name,

who cherishes every human life,

may we know and name you in helpful, loving ways.

In this present, giving season

may receiving Christ as Saviour give us visions to pursue;

for the gift of faith is precious and the truth is yours alone.

Help us speak with words of welcome for each colour, creed agde¢o

Sally Thomas
URC Minister Inner Manchester Mission Network



20" December 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

A settled people with a homeless God

The king had been a shepherd, walking over the countrygildghe flocks
looking for places of pasture and protection. Now aftany battles, David
had come to Jerusalem and established his home theestdgck by the
disparity between his comfortable surroundings and theptiied to house
the ark of God.

His prophetic adviser, Nathan, gives the green lighidalesire to build a
temple. However after a dream, Nathan explains thatv@bchake a ‘house’
for David. The wordplay in the passage is between ‘HassBavid intends it
— a physical temple in which the Ark signifying God'’s grese might rest,
and ‘house’ as God intends it : the promise of a spiriteeritance which
will be given to David and his family for Israel’s sake.

A political reading of this text suggests that by centralittirgworship at
Jerusalem, David could always control the nation. Yetasire, from
whatever motive, is frustrated. For the time beingd'& will is to be present
to people in the tent.

It prompts me to reflect how difficult we find provisial structures and how
much we prefer a solid building. Was it for God’s sak®avid’s that the
temple was to be built? If we do not go to ‘churchimteet with God, how is
the encounter to be regulated? What do we make of a hdial&ays and
ever startling us in unexpected places and through unlikeplgi2®f course
we cannot regulate God'’s activity. The initiative is mith us, as the text
makes clear: v.8 “l took you”; v.9 “I have been with yaud “I will make for
you a great name” v.10 “I will appoint a place for my pebpGod takes the
initiative in caring for the people by raising up a leader.

In this season we remember that the final culminatidghebDavidic line was
the cry of the baby in Bethlehem — another shephegiwim built a house
not made with hands, but by giving up his body for us all.

Lord, help us to build community with you.

Forgive our settledness in the face of your readiness tathewa home.
Deliver us from the need to control and regulate you.

May Jesus who gave us the temple of his body,

give us the courage to share in his shepherding work. AMEN.

Richard Church
Moderator of the North Western Synod
of the United Reformed Church



21 December Hebrews 10:1 -7

| wonder if the reason people find it easier to celeb@ristmas rather than
Easter, is because there is no perceived sacrifipainrin Christmas — which
is peculiar, as anyone who has ever given birth wilifyés

Instead, like any birth there is joy in the embodiméithe love between two
people and the celebration of the gift of life, tal@md potential that a new
person brings.

Additionally, there is the relief that two people haaeed a great challenge
and have survived safely.

With the birth of Christ, we have the euphoria of egkxh-for promise blessed
with life, like a barren woman becoming a mother.

However, as the above passage highlights, this life herasgye: the
fulfilment of the Law in a way beyond the imagining loétpeople, and
breathtaking in the sheer magnitude of love and sacriéeeled by Christ for
his people, and the pain he faces as a result.

Why would anyone agree to leave heaven?

Would you?

If so, then — who for?

Why did Jesus leave heaven?

Because his Dad asked him to, because he couldn’theutiyou, because

he couldn’t just sit back and do nothing whilst his chitdnere lost.

Lord, at the start of this new spiritual year

may | embrace change because you ask me to,
because | can’t be without you,

because | can't just sit back and do nothing
whilst our family is lost. AMEN.

Janice Wood
Our Lady’s Church and of Café Spirit



22" December Mark1:1 -8

Pondering on this particular passage of scripture enabled foeus on
the component "forgiveness".

Herein we can explore an aspect of forgiveness which tagards to a
changed life.

God has chosen us, his creation, as vessels for theuoatpof divine love
and to pave a way towards forgiveness. Jesus Christ lzs uiehe way for
us to God — in this moment — to forgive our sins.

People from all aspects of life are ready to comedo far forgiveness. But
as their voices are crying out in the wilderness, ddiweeourselves in their
midst to guide and direct, or are we too far away frioeir tcalling?

Are we ready to present the ways of the Lord? Are wpagred to exercise the
spirit of forgiveness in our lives before God and towards another?

Remember the fervour of John the Baptist. He was veishnn the act of
"doing". How much does our zeal burn towards God and whatadwdaith
mean to us in our life of discipleship?

John committed his life to God by way of baptising peopletiBayn this
context was a symbolic declaration of a change oftiifeutgh confession to
God and God forgiving their sins.

We can confess our wrong doings before God right now.

We come, just as we are, before God. | wonder if Jamworried about
Mark describing the way he looked............

Jesus Christ promised us the Holy Spirit - and we do tiadesus referred to
the Holy Spirit as "The Comforter". We can be conmddrknowing that God
is with us, even when it is hard to learn to forgive.

The blessed hope that is ours through Jesus Christ, dlg gheare with one
another.

God who is ever present, ever eager, ever willing: lead usghrthe power
of the Holy Spirit. Let us lead by the example of yourself.

Baptise us with your presence Gracious God and wash us afresh with
the spirit of forgivenessAMEN.

Irvin Michael Chorlton Central Church



239 December Luke 1 : 26 — 38

It's been a busy day - no time to think of her betdtther marriage, their
future. Sitting cross-legged on her bed, chin cupped in imelshahe looks
out at the sky through the open shutter, waiting for #fle@ supper. Just
emptying her mind. Jehovah is good.

The sky is blue-black, but still tinged with the burnishedi of the setting sun.
She watches.....stars sparkle, dazzle and dance into life.

Shooting stars! Quick — make a wish!

A soft breeze reaches in, her face tilts up anaéhes close in greeting.
A voice, a soft voice, drifts on the air..... ‘Greggs...."
She rises ‘Papa!?? Yes, I'm coming’
‘Greetings, you who are highly favoured. The Lord is with.’
Her movements falter and she listens........

What was his message? Have a baby son, and soon? bheanie. She
crumbles onto her side, weeping, curled and dumb to thid.wo

‘Do not be afraid’ he said, but she is terrified. ‘Gb&now | said ‘Il am your
servant’ but if possible change your mind. | don’t thirdah bear it, the
shame, the loneliness, an unmarried mother. How wibke — will | be
stoned? My heart is bursting and | despair!”

The sound of the angel hovers in the air. What did he say

‘Do not be afraid Mary, you found favour with God.” Andhat else? I'll be
overshadowed by the Holy Spirit. My son.... Jesus, will reiger a kingdom
that will be everlasting... and Aunty is going to hawehdd!? | don’t
understand.

The air stirred and gently brushed her face, absotiéngears with a kiss as
soft as a loving mother, and enveloped her huddled bothytméttender
strength of an adoring father. Her mind stills analggecomes.

‘Nothing is impossible with God.’

She thought of the path she had walked so far, smootleediatstep with
unconditional love. Yes, Jehovah was very kind indeed.

Her faith and hope in God returned.

‘Yes, Lord | am your servant, may it be with me asAhgel said!’

Other voices now : ‘Mary! Supper is ready! ‘Yes, lsoming.’

And she goes out from her room into a new world.

Surprising God, refresh us, renew us .

Remind us again of the paths we must take, so that, by your gradeeand t
guidance of the Holy Trinity we can each take action to bring fairj@gssnd
peace to the world.

Michelle Haller Chorlton Methodist Church



24" December Luke 1: 46 —55

To be honest, this doesn’t seem to me to be such an listmyaTeenage
pregnancy ...... unmarried mother ..... disbelief (I can't gaigdd be
pregnant....can 1?) ....... it happens all the time!

But an immaculate conception — now that'’s the bit | striggth. Who would
have believed her, anyway? Surely Mary would have heebbed — maybe
even by her parents, who get no mention in this passage.

And why did God choose Mary? She may seem an unlikelgeho us, but
maybe God saw in her a great potential of genuine naltive, and the
qualities of calm and tenacity that would be needed to bprepah a child.

Mary — once an unknown, unheard of, a nobody, novedaip with riches
beyond compare. Not earthly riches, of course. Theydwouly have got in
the way.

Anyone with riches would be sorely disappointed. Marydaalre for her
child, Jesus, even better if she had nothing — nothiagjsthexcept love. That
was worth far more than money.

It's a funny thing, money. If | haven't got much, themake the most of what
I've got. If I've got any to spare, then | might go ajdio my local pub, which
is very ordinary, with ordinary people, and I'll havgreaat time. But if I've
got a hit extra, | might go to a more up-market wine &ad although | might
enjoy it for a while, | won't feel as comfortablettvithe clientele there.

When | worked at Chorlton Workshop, | was dealing wittlirary people. |
was happy; | was at ease. It was the right place.t®8bt | was very surprised
when one day someone said “l wish | was like you. Yoalveays so positive,
so smiley, so confident.” | didn't always feel likeat, but maybe others could
see those riches in me that money can’t buy — aeel pfivileged for that.

As | think about Mary, the mother of Jesus,

| thank God for my own mother —

for the strength and support that she has given me

and | pray that, like Mary, she will be blessed with good things
just as | have been blessed and feel proud to be her daughter.
AMEN.

Carol Saxon
Former member of staff at Chorlton Workshop



25" December Luke 2 :1—20

Let us consider Mary the mother of Jesus.

The good news which the angels told the shepherds arct W@ shepherds
then brought to whoever was assembled or heard ittalias about with
amazement.

But Mary didn’t join in with the talking. She treasuredinner heart all that
was said about Jesus, and stayed silent.

Can | learn anything from Mary's example of this, hdirtess, which was
pleasing to God?

| know that the good example of holiness such as Mary glified causes
men to turn to God by virtue of the very presence ohtiig person — in this
case, Mary.

| thought at one time that | had to pray to Mary,iather of Jesus, but |
recall that nowhere in the Bible does it say thaareeto pray to a woman.

The shepherds went back to their sheep, renewed awertenh They had
been in the presence of holiness. My own opinion isttreaholiest example
in this scene of the newborn baby Jesus, was Mary.

My hope and prayer is that we will be aware of the holinessofen and
reverence them.
AMEN.

Richard Walsh Chorlton Central Church



26" December Matthew 2 : 1 — 12

As a child, | went to church every week — three timeb &unday! so | was
brought up being very familiar with the Bible. Churchswery important to
me, especially when my mother died when | was only seven

As an adult, | continued to go to church each Sunday,luntived into
McLaren Court, when it became difficult to travel. Howeveattend the
monthly church service in the lounge, which | enjoy.

This story of the wise men visiting Jesus is a varyifiar one to me. The
gifts that they brought to the baby Jesus were not oaegowld really think
of giving. The gold they brought showed that he was speckihg.
Frankincense is like the incense that some churchasdesg— and means
that Jesus would be holy. Myrrh is something that was wsgettbodies
ready for burial, and meant that Jesus would suffer.

This story reminds us that it is important for us to bigifts to God, to the
church, as a way of saying thank you to God for lookitey afs.

| have envelopes for the money | give, and | makethate bring these each
month to the church service.

Loving God

thank you for keeping me safe through each night
and for opening my eyes each morning.

Thank you for being with us

and help us to respond to you

by regular giving to the church. AMEN.

Amy Bell
Resident
McLaren Court Sheltered Housing Scheme



27" December 1John1:1-7

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heardghwve have
seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our havestbuched.”

These opening words of 1 John refer to Jesus, ‘The Wadrifledf

Jesus the one who was in the beginning, there with Gbe afetwn of
creation, the one through whom God chose to bringioreto life (see John’s
gospel chapter 1).

The same Jesus whom God entrusted to human parents,astmm of

Mary and who experienced the ups and downs of life adowverho was born
in a cattle stall, to an unmarried mother, who becamefugee and had to flee
with his parents into Egypt to be saved from death at theshaf Herod.

It is this same Jesus who some 33yrs later was put tio dedhe cross and
who rose again.

Jesus came to bring life and light to all people. He ‘\Mas Word Of Life’
who lived amongst us full of grace and truth, He camievikanight have life
in all its fullness (John 10:10), that we might have etdifea(John 3:16)
through him (John 14:6).

On us a light has dawned, Jesus The Light of The Waoldn(9:5). The one
who came to shed light on God and show us by his example®dd is like.

He came to encourage us to, as the song goes, ‘walklighhef the Lord’.

As we walk the Advent road, may God light our path
and may we find in Jesus the fullness of life He offeAdVIEN.

Dave Gallimore Methodist Minister



28" December Matthew 2 : 13 — 18

On reading again the above passage, | wondered if | could [ycgitate
Joseph'’s flight from Egypt, with Mary and the infantukgswith the flight of a
modern day asylum seeker.

Joseph, of course, received a warning from an angekdfdtd to flee Egypt
in order to escape the menace of an evil Herod, toJesies, the prophesied
Messiah. Then followed the massacre of the innoceldrehiby order of
Herod — to find and kill the baby Jesus.

Who knows what the asylum seeker of today must expefiefttey must feel
the same dread and urgency to escape prosecution. Keeyréat risks to
flee evil men who wish to impose their will upon therdepriving them of
their civil rights.

We still hear of the massacre of innocents and thetipe of ethnic cleansing,
showing no tolerance of people with differing creeds eutures.

Herod feared the influence that the infant Jesus dKihg of the Jews’
might have on his, Herod's, power in the world.

Even today evil men cannot embrace others’ beliefscattdres, so seek to
dominate and rule them.

It is sad that even today we cannot embrace and uaddreach other’s
beliefs, and live in harmony in God’s grace.

Dear Lord

help us to be tolerant.

Help us to realise that we are all God’s children
but with different needs in this life.

Give us strength to support the oppressed

and to fight injustice.

We ask this in Jesus’ name. AMEN.

Hilda Crawford
Wilbraham St Ninians United Reformed Church



29" December John1:1-14

It was said of the poet and prophet William Blake tteatMas a man of
“double vision”. He not only saw things and situationsnast of us do, but he
also possessed a deeper perception of the meaning and wbnwet he

saw.

In this passage St. John speaks of the Word becomingaftestiwelling
among us. On the one hand a normal birth is implied; ssignaghically
portrayed in paintings and Christmas cards. On the other haridrim Word
speaks in a powerful way of God’s self-disclosure to thédamnrthe Christ
Child. There is both the obvious and the hidden meaningfwhionly seen
by the inner eye. “He was in the beginning with God”. Heithe astounding
claim that the Christ Child is at one with the poweralibbrought creation
into being. An advent hymn puts this truth in a veryriglivay. “Lo within
the manger lies He who built the starry skies”.

This child signifies the very life and light of God biimg into the world of
human life and experience. “In him was life, and tfewas the light of all
people”. Jesus brings the life of heaven to earth flaméternal into time. As
R. Crashaw expresses this “Great little one! Whoseraliracing birth, lifts
earth to heaven, stoops heaven to earth”

The word becoming flesh speaks not only of the God ofiorebut as one
who comes to make life new, to give to humanity a heginning — in other
words to redeem us. “Trace we the babe who has retr@ueloss from the
poor manger to the bitter cross”

It has often been implied that this passage takes ordieanie like you and
me completely out of our depth. Indeed we find ourselvéerats those who
did not receive him for what he was. We forget that Whale the gift of
double vision. That is partly what the light that lighteteryone is about. We
all have this gift as part of our humanity — that whichbdgsmus to see the
mystery and meaning which the outward eye misses. Lsbtusecome so
complacently familiar with the story and activitiésChristmas that the whole
season of Advent ceases to affect us deeply.

Eternal God, help us at this time to see with the inwardsegeething of the

wonder and power of your coming to us in Jesus.
AMEN.

Richard Davison Chorlton Methodist Church



30" December 1John4:7-14

We read this passage together from “The Message” atéorslof the bible.
Ben found it difficult to relate to, not least becahsesays he doesn’t believe
in God. By this he means that he doesn't believe ieaad®ed old man sitting
in the clouds handing out judgements, punishments and rewards.

So instead we thought about love. After all, the widfethe letter states that
“God is love” and that everyone who loves is “born of Gddike the
inclusivity of this statement. To me it says that aryato shows love,
compassion or care is as God-like as those of us vehsigmed up to a
religion — if not more! Ben therefore thought that Chaissi who express hate,
or who act in an unloving way towards individuals or gronigseople, are
“defying the whole idea of God.”

Apart from romantic love, Ben equates “love” with “carée said he can't
love people who live in other countries, who he’s never tmgthe can do
things — such as campaigning or fundraising, out ot#isfor them.
Similarly, when smiling at or having a hug with a persvho has learning
difficulties, at a recent L’Arche community lunch, het recognise this as a
God-inspired act of love but rather a “passing on ppireess”. However it is
interpreted, that new experience for him was a lovelydppity for him to
give and receive love.

Our conversation moved on to how we can love peopleasadifficult to
love and how we need to look for goodness or the “diyiraeks in everyone.
We also recognised that forgiveness is a requireméatvef

We concluded that people outside of our churches probablypkrceive us
as a community of loving people. Perhaps, Ben said, we néedte them in
to find out for themselves .....

Finally, when asked “How do people show that they lawe®” Ben
responded, eyes half-closed “By letting me go to slegg ho

Let us bask in the love that surrounds and holds us.
Let us be moved by that love to respond with love :
with a smile

a prayer

an act

a protest.

Let us talk to our children of Jesus and love

and thereby demystify “God".

AMEN.

Ben Ferris and Sally Ferris
Chorlton Central Church



31° December Revelation 21 :1—4

A new beginning — how we would like the world to be: an irickigvorld,

full of peace and free from war and conflicts; eveinyg new and perfect, just
like a wedding day; a new long life with no evil or paifike a wedding day
for all God’s people, with nothing to spoail it: a life that shiméth radiance
just like a bride on her big day. All brides have a dreawha vision about
how they would like their wedding to be. This is how luleblike the world to
be.

At first, when | reflected on this passage, | thoughthat was wrong with the
old heaven and old earth?” But then | thought about thé glo, teaching in
the Nursery. There has to be “new beginnings” in the étyrsvhen we settle
in the new intake children every year. We teach thidmem their foundations
for the future, and then they emerge independent andleabfeady for their
new beginnings in Reception. When the old class finiglrahem, a new
class begins. And this carries on throughout our liveeenvone phase of our
life ends, a new phase begins.

In the Nursery this year we looked after some babypiflegs. The children
watched them grow into big, hairy caterpillars, themggainto cocoons. The
cocoons then hatched into beautiful colourful butterflieshEgowing phase
lasted 2 weeks, so we had looked after them for quitele.\Whie really
wanted to keep the butterflies in our special net gardenydkhew that we
would have to let them go so that they could live tlneds as they were
supposed to in their natural environment. Moving the aeea@uto the net
garden had felt like a midwife would feel delivering a babywas such a
delicate procedure. Letting the butterflies go intorthatural environment
was like letting your owrthildren go — but as my colleague and dear friend
Adam said, it was time for them to spread their wirgglst like the children
when they move on and upwards from the Nursery.

“When a butterfly rests in your hands,
do not close them”

We pray for God’s heaven, the earth and the seas
the flowers, the butterflies, the birds and the trees.
We pray for God'’s people, those living and those passed on
our friends and our family, those living and those gone.
We pray for God'’s forgiveness, his love and his trust,
for God'’s people and children, pray for peace on earth, we must.
We pray for the people who have showed us the way
the light and the life, and for God’s future, we pray. AMEN.

Kathryn Whalley
member of staff, Oswald Road Primary School



